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status as a world power. But behind it all was the still
more fundamental question, which is at the basis of all
our present troubles—'Did a new world begin after
the Great War, and after the formation of the League
of Nations, or is it just the same old world with some of
the rules relaxed ?* Signor Mussolini himself was later
to argue ad nauseam that this particular point in history
coincided with the end of England's colonial expansion
and ambition. *As soon as the British have sated them-
selves with colonial conquests, they impudently draw
an arbitrary line across the middle of the page in the
Recording Angel's book, and then proclaim: "What
was right for us till yesterday is wrong for you to-day"/1
The colonial question obviously lent itself to propa-
ganda inside Italy, and could be easily expanded to
cover various internal economic troubles. There was
the usual confused thinking about the value of tropical
and semi-tropical colonies as outlets for surplus popula-
tion, and the usual arguments, which were more ger-
mane, about Italy's difficulties in obtaining raw materials
and the metals of which she had so great a need. Gradu-
ally other themes were added, some of which reflected
the Duce's own personal dislikes, The two great Powers,
which held so much land, and had meanly defrauded
Italy, were themselves decadent. It was easy to produce
evidence, during the troubled post-war years, that they
were unable to use or even to keep order within their
territories. It followed inevitably that Signor Mussolini
began to take an interest in, and then to patronize and
encourage the various Islamic and Pan-Arab movements
in the French and British colonies along the Southern
and Eastern shores of the Mediterranean. Syria, Pales-
tine, Egypt, Algeria, and French Morocco all had their
1 Survey of International Affairs, 1935, ii, 17.

